
Q     A
Ave Maria Catholic Church will embark on 

a major fundraising effort this fall. 
Here are answers to questions you may have 

about this important endeavor.

Why should I make a gift to the campaign?
A gift to our capital campaign is an 
expression of Christian stewardship. Every 
family needs a home, and our church building 
is our parish home, where we all encounter 
Christ. Every gift to the campaign is a gift to 
Christ and to building God’s kingdom at Ave 
Maria. A pastoral letter on stewardship from the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops says:  
“A Christian steward is one who receives God’s gifts 
gratefully, cherishes and tends them in a responsible and 
accountable manner, shares them in justice and love with 
others and returns them with increase to the Lord.”

Why did the diocese purchase the church building?
The diocese purchased the church in January 2017 so 
it could establish Ave Maria as a diocesan   parish to 
better meet the pastoral needs of the growing number of 
Catholics in our area. The town of Ave Maria is one of the 
fastest-growing communities in southwest Florida. Our 
parish has 850 registered families, which is 4x more than 
previous years. We expect the strong growth to continue. 

Wasn’t Ave Maria already established as a parish in 2008?
It was established in 2008 as a “quasi-parish,” which is 
a community of worshipers entrusted to a priest. When 
the diocese purchased the church, Ave Maria became a 
diocesan parish and now has full church and parish status.

What is the purpose of the fundraising effort 
and when will it start?

This major fundraising effort, called a capital 
campaign, will start Oct. 21. On a dollars and 

cents level, the purpose of the campaign is to repay 
the Diocese of Venice for the purchase of our church 

building from Ave Maria University. But the campaign 
also has a deeper purpose: building our future as a strong 
and stable parish, not just for next year or 10 years from 

now, but for generations to come. 

Who will be asked to make donations to the campaign?
Everyone in the Ave Maria Parish community will be 

invited to make a gift - not just our registered families. The 
parish will also invite snowbirds to participate, as well as 
Catholics across the country who appreciate our church 

and believe in our mission. Parish leadership believes there 
will be a broad base of support. 

Why does the parish believe there will be broad support?
Unlike most parishes that are known only in their local 

community, our church is nationally known. Our church’s 
iconic architecture draws visitors from across the country 

who are inspired by its beauty and the spiritual power they 
feel inside. Some people consider our church iconic, which 

is a quality our parish leaders plan to emphasize in the years 
ahead. Also, many people appreciate, respect and honor the 

traditional Catechesis our parish offers.
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What are the benefits of being a diocesan parish?
Most importantly, Ave Maria became part of the universal 
Catholic Church led by Christ and officially recognized 
by the Vatican as a parish. This is a profound difference 
that gives our parish and its people an abundance of grace 
and spiritual strength. As a diocesan parish, Ave Maria 
receives the expertise of the diocese which has enabled 
us to build up new ministries, such as That Man is You. 
We’ve also enhanced ministries, such as our music ministry. 
Parishioners, with guidance from our pastor and the bishop, 
also have a say in parish decisions and the future direction 
of our faith community.

What was the purchase price for the church building, and was 
it a fair price?
The purchase price was $8 million. The parish borrowed 
the $8 million from the diocese. Though the parish will be 
repaying the diocese, the money is an investment in our 
parish’s future. It was a very fair price - a true bargain for a 
church building with an appraised value of approximately 
$30 million.

Couldn’t the parish have just built its own church?
It would have cost far more to build a new church of 
comparable size and beauty.

What will be the size of the parish’s payments and why can’t it 
be made from the weekly offertory collection?
The payment will be about $60,000 per month. Our 
parish collection averages about $15,000 per week, or 
about $60,000 per month. If the parish used the offertory 
collection for the payments, the parish wouldn’t have money 
to cover regular ongoing costs such as formation programs, 
utilities, insurance and general overhead, as outlined in the 
most recent financial report distributed at the church.

Will the parish be able to raise enough money to pay off the 
entire purchase price?
Initially, our goal is to raise enough to cover the payments 
for the next several years. By then, our growing parish 
community will be even larger, and we will invite those new 
members to participate in helping make the payments.

Was Ave Maria 
Catholic School part  
of the purchase of  
the church?
The school was purchased 
separately, and the purchase 
was funded entirely by a 
generous donor. The thriving school is 
debt free and is a wonderful asset to the parish.

Will money raised in the capital campaign be used only to 
make payments for the church purchase?
Most of the money will be used for the payments. But the 
parish will use some of the funds to address important 
maintenance needs at the church, such as roof repairs. 
The parish will also use the funds to enhance ministries. 
Keeping our church in good condition and enhancing 
ministries will help build the future of our parish, ensuring 
it continues to grow and thrive.

How is a capital campaign different from other types of 
fundraising efforts?
A capital campaign is a major fundraising effort for a 
specific project or need that is too great an expense to be 
covered by an organization’s operating budget or by small 
fundraising drives. With a capital campaign, donations can 
be spread over three years.

Will the parish carry out the campaign on its own?
The parish has hired the Steier Group, a national Catholic 
fundraising firm, to conduct the campaign. Hiring an 
experienced, professional development firm such as 
the Steier Group ensures an effective and successful 
campaign. The Steier Group has conducted many 
successful campaigns across the country just like 
the upcoming effort for our parish.
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